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Analyzing my writing was more difficult than I thought going in. With difficulty, I 

identified errors in my writing, but also elements that, in my opinion, were done well. An 

example of what I did well was clearly conveying the theme of each paper through the use of 

certain grammatical elements. I feel I was pretty clear in what I was trying to communicate 

overall, although there were specific sentence examples where this was not the case. It should 

also be known that I had a lot of trouble actually identifying what elements I was looking at and 

placing them in their correct categories. I was overconfident in what I thought I knew. Looking 

back, I should have spent more time reviewing and asking questions. Even with the trouble, I 

still found sentences in each of the copies that, upon retrospection, I would rewrite to be more 

clear. Overall my goal for the future of my writing is to construct my sentences flow more 

coherently. 

Sentence Syntax App Acad. Fiction Total 

Subject-Verb 9 22 14 45 

DepClause,S-V 4 4 0 8 

Phrase,S-V 4 3 3 10 

Other/Interrupte
d S-V 

13 17 12 42 

 

 



In regards to my sentence syntax, I noted my sentences, for the most part, follow a 

subject-verb pattern. Most commonly, I use subject-verb syntax in constructing my sentences. 

This is a good thing for my writing as I seek to eliminate as much confusion as I can. I want my 

writing to be simple because by being more simple it will allow more people to understand what 

I am trying to express. Despite this ideal of simplicity, I still make use of other types of syntax.  I 

do this to add more detail and to break up the monotony of reading. However, I fear that either 

my writing is too simple and boring to read, or it is too complex and annoying to decipher. 

Therefore, in order for me to improve my writing, I need to figure out how to balance simplicity 

with detail.  

Sentence Length App Acad. Fiction Avg. 

Ave.Sent Length 15 23.05 15.4 17.6833 

%10 or less 7% 0% 25% 10.66% 

%25 or more 7% 32.5% 3.6% 14.366% 

 

In my first copy, my writing tends to stay similar in terms of sentence length across 

different papers. Notably, though, there is a slight increase from the College Application to the 

Fiction paper and finally to the Academic paper. The reason for this increase is because the 

theme of the paper changes, and, therefore, the style I must write in changes. I have no real 

problems with the length of most of my sentences. Nor do I have any problems with the shorter 

sentences of my fiction paper. I specifically tried to achieve clarity in my sentences which I don’t 

think can be achieved with sentences of 35 to 40 words; the same is true for sentences under 5 

words.  

Inf Phrase App Acad. Fiction Total 

 



Initial 0 1 0 1 

Medial 5 5 6 16 

Final 4 3 5 12 

 

I noted a large quantity of infinitives especially in the middle of my papers. For example, 

in my college application paper, one sentence says: “However, people with too much freedom, 

have little to stop them from devolving into chaos.” This sentence uses an infinitive phrase near 

the end of the sentence. Alternatively, I could have used the following sentence construction: 

“However, people with too much freedom are not stopped from devolving into chaos.” Despite 

the latter being a viable possibility, I feel as if the infinitive phrase is integral to the meaning of 

the message.  

Upon reflection, I recognize that I failed to identify quite a lot of other phrase types. 

Therefore, my self analysis in this section is definitely not to be taken as a perfect accounting of 

my usage. In fact, about the only phrase that I could consistently identify was the infinitive. To 

me, infinitive phrases followed a simple pattern that was easy to recognize. The other phrase 

types did not seem this way to me.  

Part Phrase App Acad. Fiction Total 

Initial 0 1 0 1 

Medial 0 2 2 4 

Final 0 1 1 2 

 

One of the phrase types I had trouble identifying in my papers was participial phrases. In 

fact, throughout the entire process of review, I “identified” only 7 times when I used participles. 

 



Again, in retrospection, I should have asked for help from my fellow classmates as well as the 

teacher to be sure of what I was actually trying to identify. The participial phrases I did manage 

to identify occurred in the middle of my sentences. My usage of participles did not appear to be a 

problem. In fact, the usage of participles was helpful to sentence clarity. An example of a 

sentence where this is the case is: “MLK’s writing addresses the audience quite simply as ‘my 

dear fellow clergymen.’” While this participle is near the beginning of the sentence, I believe it 

makes sense because it adds detail to the subject without detracting from the flow or clarity.   

Appositive 
Phrase 

App Acad. Fiction Total 

Phrasial 2 1 1 5 

Word 2 0 0 2 

 

I also realize now that I did not identify several of my appositive phrases. In going back 

over my previous work, I have gained a greater understanding of each of the phrase types. An 

example of a sentence where I used an appositive phrase is: “Each of these aspects- freedom, 

change, and opportunity play a role in creating an environment conducive to stable growth, 

progress, and innovation.” Here, the appositive phrase occurs in the middle of the sentence. 

While the appositive phrase in this sentence does add detail, it reduces the focus of the paper. 

Now, instead, I would write this sentence as: “Each of the aforementioned aspects play a role in 

creating an environment conducive to stable growth, progress, and innovation.” Writing the 

sentence this way helps by removing excess points of focus.  

Gerund Phrase App Acad. Fiction Total 

Subj. 0 0 0 0 

 



Do 0 0 0 0 

PN 0 0 0 0 

OP 2 3 0 5 

 

The gerund phrase was also elusive to me. Now with more knowledge, experience, and 

asking for help, I realize I use more gerunds than I first thought. In my report I only identified 

gerunds that were the object of a preposition. This error is because of my difficulty 

comprehending gerunds as nouns that end in ‘ing’ and normally appear as verbs. Even with this 

difficulty I found my use of gerunds not problematic. Nor did I find my gerunds to be 

particularly useful. I think people have problems with gerunds because they are more nebulous 

than the other phrase types. Even so, I think that gerunds are still important to effectively 

communicate. The word “building” is a prime example of this. “Building” has a specific 

meaning. While a person could use the alternative word “structure,” the problem this raises is the 

complexity relative to the word “building.” “Place” and “property” are both vague, “place” 

because it could be referring to any location, and “property” because there are several properties 

without buildings on them. Therefore, the clearest way to communicate the idea of a building is 

to simply use the word “building.” 

Adjective Clause App Acad. Fiction Total 

# 5 11 11 27 

 

My adjective clauses were used infrequently. I used adjectives somewhat sparingly, 

though again, my analysis was not done to a high quality. As a result of this usage, my sentences 

as a whole become more simple. I do see quite a large benefit from using adjective clauses as it 

 



gives more control of the subject. In the future of my writing, I will definitely try to increase my 

use of adjective clauses. An example of my usage of an adjective clause is: “There were several 

figures who were important to the civil rights movement.” The adjective clause here is: “to the 

civil rights movement.”’ The use of the adjective clause here makes the sentence more wordy, 

but adds clarity to the subject. 

Adverb Clause App Acad Fiction Total 

Initial 0 0 0 0 

Medial 0 0 1 2 

Final 1 1 0 2 

 

In general, I used few clauses across my papers. The adverb clause was the type of clause 

that I used the lease in my writing.  An example of a sentence where I use an adverb clause is: “It 

is noteworthy that his letter is written in a way that makes the text understandable to a secondary 

audience of white middle-class men in the South.” The adverb clause here occurs as the last half 

of the sentence. This is an exceptionally long adverb clause that even contains its own adjective 

clause within it. While it does add important detail, it is very wordy. I would fix this by 

rewording the sentence to be: “His letter is noteworthy because it is written to make it 

understandable to a secondary audience of white middle-class men in the South.” By writing it 

this way, it clarifies  who I am talking about while still preserving the essence of the sentence. I 

want to use more adverb clauses though I find using them difficult. Using more adverb clauses 

would help give me more control and clarity over my message. 

Noun Clause App Acad Fiction Total 

Subj. 0 4 0 4 

 



DO 0 0 0 0 

PN 0 0 1 1 

OP 1 0 0 1 

The noun clause in my writing is used to acceptable effect in my paper. The reason I 

prefer to use them sparingly is their inherent wordiness. An example of this is my sentence: “The 

idea to use biblical figures makes sense as the letter was addressed to the clergymen who resided 

in the generally Catholic southern United States.” The noun phrase in this sentence is several 

words long. Like the adjective clause, it adds detail and makes what I am talking about very 

clear, however it requires a large amount of words to get there.  Now, I would write the 

aforementioned sentence as: “The letter was addressed to clergymen in the southern United 

States. Therefore, the use of biblical figures makes sense.”  

Sentence 
Structure 

App Acad Fiction Total 

Simple 13 29 15 57 

Compound 2 3 2 7 

Complex 12 12 8 32 

CD-CX 1 2 3 6 

Run-On 0 0 0 0 

Fragment 1 0 0 1 

 

Regarding the sentence structure in my papers, I find some interesting patterns in my 

sentences. My sentence structure seems varied, although I lack trust in my ability to analyze my 

writing.  Bearing this in mind, I seem to use simple sentences the most. However, I also branch 

out to other types of sentence structure, including complex sentences and compound sentences. 

 



Overall I used compound complex sentence structure the least. This is because compound 

complex sentences can include multiple clauses, and having too many clauses requires a lot of 

effort for a reader to try to comprehend exactly what is being said. Therefore, my use of more 

simple sentences is somewhat intentional. 

In conclusion, I believe there are elements of my writing that could be improved. I 

believe my writing can become better through time, effort, and willingness to change. In the 

future, I want to vary my writing more is to make it more engaging to read. My goal from day 

one has been to become a better writer, and to understand my writing more. I believe I have 

made progress towards these goals, but there is still a long road ahead. 

 


